When is obedience to a created being shirk? 
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In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent 


Question: Is the mere obedience to a created being in disobedience - which is lesser than 
shirk and kufr - towards The Creator shirk, or is the belief in the validity or allowance or 
forbidding of the deed a necessity in order for it to be shirk ? 


Answer: Whoever obeys a created being in sins which are lesser than shirk and kufr, then his 
hukm (judgment) is that he is a sinner which have gone against the words of the Prophet 
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam ) when he said: 
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"There is no obedience to a created being in the disobedience towards Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic." (Narrated by Imam Ahmad in a sahih hadith ) 

In order for this sin to become a shirk the it necessitated that the person believes in the 
validity of the command which he has been given - so he believes that someone has the 
right to legislate other than Allah - or he believes in the allowance of what Allah has 
forbidden or the forbiddance of what Allah has allowed. In this case the deed becomes major 
shirk which takes the person out of the fold of Islam. 

Among the evidence for this is the following: 

Allah - the Exalted - said: 
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"And do not eat of that upon which the name of Allah has not been mentioned, for 
indeed, it is grave disobedience. And indeed do the devils inspire their allies (among 
mankind) to dispute with you. And if you were to obey them, indeed, you would be 

mushrikun.” (Al-An’am 6:121) 
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Al-Imam Ibn Tanr At-Taban - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 
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"Regarding His words: “ And if you were to obey them, indeed, you would be mushrikun." 

Then it verily means: And if you were to obey them in eating the self-dead animal and what your 
Lord has forbidden for you, just as: 

- 13883: Al-Muthannd narrated to me and said: Abdullah ibn Salih narrated to us and said: 
Mu'dwiyah narrated to us, from Alt ibn Abi Talhah, from Ibn Abbas: " And if you were to obey 
them." He (Allah) says: And if you were to obey them in eating that which you have been forbidden 
from. 

- 13834 Muhammad ibn Al-Husatn narrated to us and said: Ahmad ibn Mufaddal narrated to us 
and said: Asbat narrated to us, from As-Suddi: " And if you were to obey them", and you ate the 
self-dead. 

Regarding His words: "Indeed, you would be mushrikun." Tins means: Then you would be like 
them. Since these people eat the self-dead animal while allowing it (istihldlan). So if you also eat it 
likewise, then you have verily become like them." 

(Tafsir At-Tabari - Surah Al-An'am) 


Al-Qurtubi said in his tafsir of the verse: 
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"The fifth (issue in this verse) is His - the Exalted - Words: " And if you were to obey them", 
which means: in tahlil (allowing) the self-dead, "indeed, you would be mushrikun." So the verse 
proves that whoever allows something which Allah - the Exalted - has forbidden, he becomes a 
mushrik by this. And verily did Allah - Praised is He-forbid the self-dead with a text (in the Quran). 
So if he accepts the allowance of it from other than Him, then he has verily committed shirk. Ibn Al- 
'Arabi said: Verily does the believer become mushrik by obeying a mushrik, if he obeys him in the 
belief. But if he only obeys him in the deed while his belief is still correct (regarding the hukm of that 
deed) and he remains upon Tawhid and Belief, then he is sinning. So understand this! And this has 
already gone forth in (the tafsir of Surah) Al-Maidah." 

(Tafsir Al-Qurtubi - Surah Al-An'am) 


Ibn Kathir - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 
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"And As-Suddi said in the tafsir of this verse: Verily did the mushrikun say to the believers: How do 
you claim to seek the pleasure of Allah, while that which Allah has slaughtered you do not eat, but 
that which you slaughtered yourselves you eat? So Allah said: "And if you were to obey them", so 
you ate the self-dead, "indeed, you would be mushrikun." And likewise said Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak 
and more than one from the scholars of the salaf- may Allah have mercy upon them. 

And His - the Exalted - Words: "And if you were to obey them, indeed, you would be 
mushrikun." This means: When you turned from the command of Allah upon you and His Law, to 
the opinion of others than Him, so you preferred others over Hun, then this is the shirk, just as He - 
the Exalted - said: 
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"They have taken their scholars and monks as lords besides Allah, and (also) Al-Maslh, 
the son of Maryam. And they were not commanded except to worship one ilah (deity). 
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There is no no-one worthy of worship except Him. Exalted is He above whatever they 

associate with Him." (At-Tawbah 9:31) 
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And z;m7y did At-Tirmidhi narrated in the tafsir of it (i.e. the verse), from 'Adi ibn Hatim that he 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah, they did not worship them', so he (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: 

'Yes, they verily allowed the forbidden for them, and they forbade the allowed for them, and 
they followed them (in this). So this is their worship of them.'" 

(Tafsir Ibn Kathir - Surah Al-An'am) 


Al-Baghawi - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

dlbj 4 y* J^jldJl di (jdplAjl 01 Sljl ^jUijl dl tO^^J OJJ I dji 

AW*- 4^*jl cd-3 U 01 ^s-ya\ : l^lS 4 aA) 1 : yL^-L x. 5 ocd tal olodl yk- 'cyy- 1 xtW- tj : IjJlS 01 

1 4 JAl d OJJ 4 4j*yi oOA 1 jj! (Jjjll dl£> A) 4 AW- jYM Ij 0_d^Jl dLA Uj 4 

. d^od dji jA~i d jjoc ji dii i£ ild- ^Jd-i jjd 01 'fA A)- ^d-JJi (Jil 


"His - the Exalted - Words: ‘‘And indeed do the devils inspire their allies (among mankind) 
to dispute with you.'' He wanted (to declare) that the shayatin whispers to their allies from the 
mushrikun, so they may argue with you. And this is that the mushrikun said: O Muhammad, inform 
us about the sheep when it dies who killed it? So he said: Allah killed it. So they said: So you claim 
that what you have killed, you and your companions, is allowed (to eat), and what the dog and the 
hawk has killed is allowed, but what Allah has killed is forbidden? So Allah revealed this verse: ‘‘And 
if you were to obey them," i.e. in eating the self-dead, "indeed, you would be mushrikun." 
Az-Zajjdj said: And in it (i.e. the verse) there is evidence for that whoever allows something from that 
which Allah has forbidden, or forbids that which Allah has allowed, then he is mushrik." 

(Tafsir Al-Baghawi - Surah Al-An'am) 


As-Sa'di - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 
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"Verily the mushrikun - when they heard that Allah and His Messenger forbade the self-dead, and 
His allowance of the slaughtered, and they used to allow the self-dead animal - they said, out of 
arrogance towards Allah and His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), and wanting to argue 
without an argument or clear proof: Do you eat what you killed yourself, and you do not eat what 
Allah has killed? And with this they meant: the self-dead. 

And this is an invalid opinion. It is not built upon and argument nor a proof. Rather is it built upon 
their false opinions, which if the truth was according to that, then the heavens and the earth and 
whoever was in them would have been destroyed. 

So may those perish who prefer these minds over the Law of Allah and His judgments, which are in 
accordance with the general advantages and the specific benefits. And it is not seen as something 
strange from them. Because these opinions and what is similar to them stems from the inspiration of 
their allies among the shaydtln; those who want to mislead the creation away from their religion, and 
invite them to become from the people of the blazing fire. 
"And if you were to obey them," in their shirk and allowing the forbidden, and forbidding the 
allowed, "indeed, you would be mushrikun." Because you took them as allies besides Allah, and 
you agreed with them in that which they differed in with the Muslims, and due to this your way is 
(the same as) their way." 

(Tafsir As-Sa'di - Surah Al-An'am) 

These are clear words, and there exists no disagreement in this among the Muslims. 

May the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and 
companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement. 


Compiled by Abu Hajar 
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